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Chief Air Officer lives in the same house in Cairo as the Commander-
in-Chief. They are there side by side. The Naval Cornmander-in-
Chief has to be at sea very often. He has to be at Alexandria, But
the very closest association exists between these branches. The
idea that any one of these problems would be studied by one of
these commanders only, without the closest association with the
other two, is quite an illusory idea, and I can really reassure my hon.
Friend on that point. No disagreement that I know of has arisen.
Obviously, the Army is the main factor in that business, and the
Fleet is preserving the security of the Army on the seas, and pre-
serving the command of the seas, and the Air is assisting the Army
and the Fleet in all their functions. But in the event of any
differences, they cannot be settled in a few hours by reference here.
These Commanders-in-Chief have to settle them among themselves,
although we share to the full responsibility for whatever is done.
It must not be forgotten that apart from the effort we made in
Greece, which was very costly in aircraft, the situation in Iraq, in
Palestine, and potentially in Syria, as well as the winding-up of the
Abyssinian story, all made very heavy demands upon our aircraft,
and the situation in the Western Desert had also to be considered.
Before any rational judgment could be formed upon the disposition
of our Air Force and the consequent failure to supply an adequate
Air Force for Crete, it would be necessary, as in the case of the anti-
aircraft guns, to know not only what are our whole resources, but
also what was the situation in these other theatres, which were all
intimately interrelated, and it is no use trying to judge these matters
without full knowledge, and that full knowledge obviously cannot
be made public, and ought not to be spread outside the narrowest
circle compatible with the execution of operations.
I come to the next stage of my argument, because I am offering
the House an argument, if they will bear with me as I unfold it.
I have shown them the foundations upon which we started, and I
now go a step forward. In March we decided to go to the aid of
Greece in accordance with our Treaty obligations. This, of course,
exposed us to the danger of being attacked in the Western Desert,
and also to defeat by overwhelming numbers in Greece, unless
Yugoslavia played her part, or unless the Greek Army could be
extricated to hold some narrower line than that actually chosen.
If Greece was overrun by the enemy, it seemed probable that Crete
would be the next object of attack. The enemy, with his vast local
superiority in air power, was able to drive our aircraft from the air-
fields of Greece, and adding this to his enormously superior anti-
aircraft batteries, he was able to make those airfields rapidly
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